






Remembering Stig Lundqvist 

Teacher Statesman 
On a corner shelf in my living room, lies a thick 

physics book ·with frayed pages and a faded soft green 
cover, once much used but now coated with dust. Not 
far away on the same shelf, there's a miniature 
reddish wooden horse, plain in appearance, nothing 
special to look at. For me, both objects are special 
because they evoke fond memories of Stig Lundqvist . 
The book contains lecture notes drawn from research 
activities that took place in Trieste in 1967; the 
horse is a present of the Lundqvists, Eva and Stig, 
who visited my house just after I had come to Trieste 
in the late 1970s. As a freshly enrolled Ph.D. student 
in physics in 1967, I was asked by my supervisor, 
Franco Bassani, to attend a winter school at the 
Trieste-based International Centre for Theoretical 
Physics (ICTP) - a place whose existence, unlike my 
relatively famous "Scuola Normale" in Pisa, was then 
not well known. Indeed ICTP's existence was news to 
me. Yet the mission of the Centre seemed worthwhile, 
even noble : to bring together scientists and students 
from allover the world, poor and rich countries 
alike, to learn from one another in an atmosphere 
that encouraged the free exchange of ideas . The 
winter school was not only my first research activity; 
it was the ICTP's first school in condensed matter 
physics. And that's exactly what made it a magical 
event for lecturers and students alike: Everything 
took place more or less on the spot, including finding 
references mentioned at talks or during conversations, 
tracking down an empty desk in the library, or even 
locating a special place for dinner in downtown 
Trieste . In the eye of this intellectual and cultural 
hurricane of exchange, this whirlwind environment 
of learning and friendship, this unforgettable 
experience for both students and lecturers was Stig 
Lundqvist, a gregarious Swede who seemed just as at 
home detailing the intricacies of his 'many body 
theory,' which was new to many of us at the time, 
as he was finishing off a beer at a local bar (yes, 
Stig's Nordic roots were never far from the surface) . 
The best moments for many participants often came 
after, not during, the lectures when Stig became 
even less formal and more loquacious than he had 
been during the formal presentations. Stig appeared 
to be one of us, only more knowledgeable, far different 
than the stand-offish image we had of the big 
influential university professor we were told he 
was. His do-good actions (Stig in fact lived his 
whole life by doing good) were rarely on display in 
his conversations af·ter hours: he was just a plain­
talking guy sharing a joke, a drink, a good meal. 
Stig, from the first day we met, impressed me as 
nothing more than a big student blessed w.lth a big 
mind and a big heart. Yet, his jovial nature often 
hid how serious he was about science and about helping 
people. Indeed his good-natured behaviour proved an 
effective way for Stig to achieve his goals. Perhaps 
it worked so well because Stig after-hours was the 
same person as Stig during classroom lectures and 
discussions. I'm surely not alone in my admiration 
for this remarkable man and his remarkable career . 
His continuing presence and leadership in Trieste 
between the late 1960s and mid 1990s was certainly 
an element, perhaps the key element, that persuaded 
so many of us worldwide to come to Trieste and to 
ICTP as often as we could to learn about physics , 
to re-establish old friendships and develop new ones, 
and to participate in a learning experience that was 
both edifying and enjoyable. Stig's great gift was 
to make physics fun and to personalise his grand 
vision in ways that made everyone who joined him in 
his quest to feel as if they were a part of a glorious 
ride into the future . . . with one glorious man leading 
the way. 
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Professor of Physics, International School for Advanced Studies 
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Consultant, ICTP 
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In a sense, Stig Lundqvist was responsible for 
me coming to ICTP. I first met Stig in China in 1983 
when he visited the Institute of Physics in Beijing, 
where I was a member of the research staff. He 
probably had heard about me from others, including 
Bob Schrieffer, the Nobel Laureate. Stig and I spoke 
as if we had known each other for years . Soon after 
our initial conversation, Stig arranged for me to 
visit ICTP, the Nordic Institute for Theoretical 
Physics (NORDITA) in Copenhagen, Denmark , and the 
University of Gothenburg, Sweden . These first 
encounters with Stig, in many ways, were emblematic 
of the man. His extraordinary enthusiasm for new 
things in physics and his irresistible warmth towards 
colleagues, especially young researchers, were 
inherent parts of his personality. I returned to 
Europe, specifically Trieste, the following year, 
having been named an Associate of ICTP . While here, 
Stig discussed with me the possibility of coming to 
Trieste for a longer period. Our conversation took 
place at the same time that ICTP's administrative 
oversight organisation, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), was examining whether to permit 
ICTP to create ci permanent research staff - something 
that Stig was very keen on. Since the Centre's 
inception, all researchers had come for a set period 
and then returned to their home institutions. It was 
largely through Stig's efforts, along with the vision 
and determination of Abdus Salam, that the Centre 
began to build a permanent research staff . I was 
fortunate enough to be in the right place at the 
right time . With Erio Tosatti and Mario Tosi in 
Trieste and Norman March and Paul Butcher from 
outside, Stig was a driving force behind the ICTP 
condensed matter physics programme. He was also the 
main attraction for a large number of distinguished 
ICTP visitors, like Nobel Laureates Bob Schrieffer, 
Phil Anderson and Walter Kohn . The Spring College 
on Order and Chaos in Condensed Matter Physics in 
1986 was the first activity at the Centre that I was 
involved in running . Some members of the ICTP Solid 
State Advisory Committee apparently had reservations 
about whether the Centre should invest heavily in 
this new research area. Stig's enthusiasm convinced 
them to approve it and, thanks largely to Stig, the 
activity was an enormous success . In 1985-1986, just 
after the Centre received a substantial new infusion 
of funds, Stig proposed the creation of the Adriatico 
Research Conferences, where young scientists, 
particularly from the developing world, would be 
exposed to fundamental aspects of the field in morning 
lectures and then hear about cutting-edge ideas at 
more specialised afternoon talks . At a 1987 conference, 
for instance, participants learned about the scanning 
tunnelling microscope from the very person who won 
the Noble Prize for the invention, Heinrich Rohrer. 
Stig also led ICTP's efforts in 1987 to organise a 
conference on high-temperature superconductivity 
just after the topic had gained international attention 
in the press . The event, which was put together in 
just two months, turned out to be the second largest 
gathering on the topic in the world, eclipsed only 
by the so-called "Woodstock of Physics" session that 
took place during the American Physical Society 
meeting the same year . It was not only a first-rate 
scientific happening where Doug Scalapino first 
proposed the idea of d-wave superconductivity in 
high Te cuprates, but it proved an important political 
event . Stig managed to bring 15 leading scientists 
from the Soviet Union . It marked the first time that 
such a large number of Soviet-trained scientists 
participated in a research activity in the West. 
Stig's two great qualities were his infectious 
enthusiasm for researching and teaching physics and 
his deep commitment for helping young researchers 
from the developing world . Both these aspects of 
Stig's personality played a key role in the development 
of ICTP. That ' s why his memory will ever remain 
present in the Centre for years and decades to come . 

YU Lu 
Head, ICTP Condensed Matter Physics Group 
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